COMPOSTING MADE EASY – Brown and Green 

Created by Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots OK Green Friends Chapter   OKGreenFriends@sbcglobal.net

Ingredients:

BROWN (HIGH CARBON)

Leaves(Shred them by mowing)

Straw

Paper

Sawdust and woodchips

Ground egg shells

Short hair clippings( barber shops)

(the smaller the pieces the better)
GREEN (HIGH NITROGEN)

Food scraps

Grass and plant and weed clippings.

Coffee grounds

Rotted manure 

(if greens are not very fresh add small amount of blood meal or cottonseed or soybean meal or poultry manure)(use 5 parts fibrous matter to one part animal manure)

Recipe:

1.Begin with a 4-6 inch brown base of coarser twigs and straw.

2. Add a 4 to 6 inch base of green

3. Keep alternating brown and green moistening each layer thoroughly until the pile or bin is full. Wet should be that of a dried out sponge. Lots of leaves require more water.  

4. The minimum amount of material needed to reach the correct composting temperature range is 1 cubic yard; Stacked material must be at least 3 feet high.  Do not exceed 6 feet in width. 

When the pile is within these dimensions, cover the bin with cardboard or plastic. In 4 to 7 days temperature should be 120 to 160 degrees.

5. When the temperature begins to drop, take materials from the top and edges of the pile and place them at the base and middle of the new pile. Material from the center of the first pile should be on the top and edges of the new pile.

6. After 7 days, repeat process to third bin. In another week compost should be ready to use as a top dressing around established plants. It will still be too hot to put on seedlings or mix with dirt to plant seeds in.

